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C. CRITICAL INCIDENT: Any incident, scenario or call for service that will, or is 
likely to, exceed the operational capabilities of the department’s Patrol and/or 
Support Divisions. 

 
D. DESTRUCTIVE DEVICE: Any device or hoax device intentionally built or 

placed as defined by Title 13 Sub-Section 1603.   
 

E. EVENT: Any future instance which allows for preoperational planning, creation 
of operational plans, surveillance and/or counter surveillance. Examples include: 
Fourth of July, planned demonstrations, visits from persons who may be 
considered high value targets or polling centers during elections.   

 
F. HIGH-RISK WARRANT: Any warrant service executed upon an individual, 

and/or a vehicle, and/or a residence that involves a heightened risk to officers, the 
suspect(s) or the general public. Such factors to be evaluated include, but are not 
limited to: risk of flight by involved persons, prior criminal history, number of 
persons expected to be present or detained, risk of enhanced subject resistance, 
risk of barricade, risk of vicious animals, knowledge of the presence or likely 
presence of firearms, knowledge of illicit drugs, knowledge of possible 
explosives, or knowledge of counter surveillance.  

 
G. HOSTAGE: A person or persons held against their will by force or threat of force, 

or held as security for the fulfillment of substantive demands on a third party. 
 

H. INNER PERIMETER: The distance at which police actively involved in a critical 
incident will remain away from the situation. This is the shortest possible distance 
necessary to maintain the safety of officers and security of the scene.  

 
I. NEGOTIATOR: Any law enforcement officer that has completed formalized 

training as a negotiator as defined in Colchester Police Department General Order 
# 29 concerning Crisis Negotiations.   

 
J. OPERATOR: Any law enforcement officer serving as a member of the CRT. 

 
K. OUTER PERIMETER: The distance at which other police personnel not actively 

involved in a critical incident shall remain away from the situation. Media 
personnel and the public are prohibited from crossing into the outer perimeter, 
unless specific permission has been granted by a supervisor.  
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Negotiators will report to the incident commander upon their arrival at the 
scene.  

 
vii. A separate Valcour case shall be generated for every CRT 

activation/deployment/operation. All CRT members responding to or 
present at the scene of the incident shall be documented in the case. 

 
 

VIII. OPERATIONAL CAPABILITIES 
 

A. The Colchester Police Department Critical Response Team will meet the 
definitional criteria set forth by the National Tactical Officers Association 
(NTOA) for a Tier 2 Team. 

 
1) CAPABILITIES 

 
i. The CRT will be trained and equipped for the following operational 

capabilities:  
 

a. Emergency (unplanned) hostage rescue operations 
b. Barricaded subject operations 
c. High-risk warrant service 
d. High-risk apprehension operations 
e. High-risk security/surveillance operations 
f. Terrorism response operations  

 
 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS 
 

A. Nothing in this policy prohibits any officer of the Colchester Police Department 
from immediately engaging an active threat such as an active shooter/killer. All 
Colchester Police Department members are expected to engage active threats 
without unreasonable delay. All members shall act to protect the public, engage 
active threats and avoid the loss of life. 


