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For the Week of April 9, 2018
Manager’s Message of the Week

Karen Richard, Colchester’s elected Town Clerk since 1998, has officially announced
her retirement after 31 years of employment at the Town of Colchester, effective
June 30, 2018. Prior to becoming Town Clerk, Karen was an Assistant Assessor for
the Town for 11 years and an elected Lister for 8 years. During her tenure, Karen has
worn many hats (as both board member and volunteer) and been a positive force in
the town, region, and state, sharing her expertise and knowledge statewide. In 2007,
Karen was named the Vermont Clerk of the Year, and in 2014 received the Treasurer
of the Year award from the Vermont Municipal Clerks and Treasurers Association.
Karen also led the efforts to bring the Town of Colchester into the 21t century,
overseeing the digitization of decades’ worth of land records, making them easy to
access by the public anywhere and at any time. As a result, the Vermont League of
Cities and Towns has called Colchester the “First Digital Community” in the state.
We will be sad to see her go, but as Colchester Select Board Chair Nadine Scibek
noted, “We are indebted to Karen Richard for her long tenure of exemplary service
to the Town and wish her a fulfilling and happy retirement.” Please join us in wishing
Karen all the best!

For more about the Town Manager visit http://colchestervt.gov/manager or call
(802) 264-55009.

Police Department
Jennifer Morrison, Police Chief

The Community Outreach Program has been formed! The four specialists are busy
with training, orientation and getting ready to hit the streets in our community. We
will be sharing these four full-time employees (employed by the Howard Center)
across six communities. The outreach specialists are intended to provide support to
members of our communities with unmet social service needs. They are also available
as a “social work” component to police officers, businesses, schools and more to help
address problematic behaviors and situations where a mental health concern may be
the root cause. We will be sharing more details of their mission in future
communications. Please welcome Marlon Fisher, Rachel Castillo, Jeff Cook and Mike
Muery to Colchester!

This week we welcomed back Officer Jesse Treier who left almost a year ago to
support his wife in an out of state job opportunity. We are thrilled that Jesse and his
wife have returned to Colchester! Jesse will jump back into his patrol duties. Our
newest recruit, Meghan Duell is approximately half way through basic training at the
Vermont Police Academy. Following graduation she will have four more weeks of

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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training and certification courses at the VPA and then she will begin a 14 week field
training program. The entire probationary year for a new officer is filled with training,
evaluation and constant feedback.

Just a reminder about our “Hello! How Are You?” program: if you know of an elderly
or vulnerable person who is living alone and would benefit from daily contact with a
live voice, please contact our dispatch center to learn more. (802) 264-5555.

For more about Colchester Police Department visit http://colchestervt.gov/police or
call (802) 264-5556 (non-emergency).

Rescue and Technical Rescue Squads
Amy Akerlind, Rescue Chief

Big changes are coming up for the Rescue Squad! | am changing careers, after being
at the helm for 13 years (11.5 as the first paid Rescue Chief). We interviewed
candidates on April 5™; everyone is anxious to see who will be the next Rescue Chief!

We also have a full-time Career Captain position opening, as one of our current
career staff is taking a supervisory role at his previous ambulance service. It is a great
career opportunity for him, but our loss.

The first quarter of the year has proven to be another busy start! We have already
received 378 calls for service. Last year at this time we had 344 calls, and the first
quarter of 2016 we were at 266. We responded to 248 of these calls within our
primary area, and mutual aid, into other communities 96 times. While on these calls
we turned over 34 requests for service to outside agencies. Luckily we have a strong
mutual aid system here in Chittenden County!

2016 2017 2018
Jan 78 15 133
Feb 92 105 138
March 96 124 107

For more about Colchester Rescue, please visit http://colchestervt.gov/rescue or call
(802) 264-5990.

Upcoming Town Meetings:
= Colchester Conservation Commission: Monday, April 16, 7:00 PM Bayside
Activity Center
=  Planning Commission: Tuesday, April 17, 7:00 PM.
=  Selectboard: Tuesday, April 24, 6:30 PM

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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= Cemetery Advisory Committee: Wednesday, April 18, 8:00 AM, Colchester
Town Offices, Champlain Room, 2" floor.

(All meetings take place at the Colchester Town Offices, 781 Blakely Road, in the
Outer Bay Conference Room on the 3™ floor unless otherwise noted.)

Upcoming events:

= 711th Annual Touch-A-Truck: Saturday, May 5, 9:00 - 10:30 AM (Quiet Time,
No Sirens), 10:30 - 11:00 AM (Sirens may be used) Colchester High School
Parking Lot; FREE!

= 6th Annual Causeway 5K/10K/15K Race: Saturday, June 2, 830 AM at
Airport Park; $30 per person. Registration is OPEN. Register by May 1 to
guarantee t-shirt size. Visit http://bit.ly/causewayrace for details.

=  34th Annual Colchester Triathlon: Sunday, July 29, 8:30 AM at Bayside Park;
Individuals & Teams welcome. Early bird fees until May 1. Registration is
OPEN. Visit https://www.colchestertri.com/ for details.

ﬁ Remember to follow us on Facebook (@TownColchesterVT) to get the latest
about what’s happening in your community!

@ Share your photos of Colchester with us on Instagram (@colchestervt)

Notify Me: Subscribe to Town news that matters to you most. Visit
www.colchestervt.gov and click on the Notify Me icon to sign up.
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